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(54) TERMINAL EQUIPMENT FOR ELECTRONIC CONFERENCE SYSTEM 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To relieve the burden of setting required 
items when an electronic conference is started. 
CONSTITUTION: The system is provided with a template 
database 10 having various templates in which 
management information required to start an electronic 
conference is set and a template selection section 3 
selecting an optional template among the various 
templates in the template database 10. Thus, an 
electronic conference is started according to the 
management information set in advance in the template 
selected by the template selection section 3 to start the 
electronic conference by having only to select a desired 
template. Furthermore, a mode selection section 2, a 
user setting section 5 and a tool setting section 6 are 
further provided in the system so as to select whether a 
formal electronic conference is to be started or an 
informal electronic conference is to be held and even 
when an informal electronic conference is selected, the 
electronic conference is started by having only to set 
participants of the conference and a tool used for the conference. 
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[0038] When the Close button 43 is pressed, the 

conference state update section 8 closes the electronic 
conference specified by a user among electronic conferences 
displayed in the conference list display area 47. When the 
Drop button 44 is pressed, the conference status update 
section 8 arranges such that the user can leave his/her 
specified electronic conference halfway in the same manner. 
When Join button 45 is pressed, the conference status updated 
section 8 arranges such that the user can join his/her 
specified electronic conference halfway in the same manner. 

[0040] Fig. 5 is a flowchart illustrating an operation 

by the mode select section 2 initiated in step S6 above. The 
operation by the mode select section 2 will be described below 
with reference to the flowchart in Fig. 5. In Fig. 5, first 
of all, the mode select section 2 determines whether an 
electronic conference start request from the user is a start 
request for a formal conference or informal conference in step 
S9. 

[0041] When the request from the user is the start request 

for the formal conference (that is, when the Formal button 41 
is pressed) , the processing goes to step SIO where the template 
select section 3 is initiated. When the request from the user 
is the start request for the informal conference (that is, when 
the Informal button 42 is pressed) , the processing goes to step 
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Sll where the user set section 5 and the tool set section 6 
are initialized. 

[0042] The processing in step SIO corresponding to the 

start request for the formal conference and in step Sll 
corresponding to the start request for the informal request 
is to store, in the work memory 9 in Fig. 1, information (the 
session name^ user list, tool list, topic, chairman, access 
mode and so on) , which is required for operating the conference 
starting section 7 in step S12. 

[0043] Then, when the processing in step SlO or step 11 

is finished, the conference starting section 7 is initiated 
in step S12. The conference starting section 7 reads 
information required for starting the electronic conference 
from the work memory 9. The conference starting section 7 then 
supplies the read information (the topic, chairman, list of 
tools to be used in the conference, participant list and so 
on) to all of participants of the electronic conference and 
requests all of the participants of the electronic conference 
to start the electronic conference. Through these steps, the 
electronic formal or informal conference is started. 
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